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Criminology

302

I

PHILOSOPHY/GOALS

This course will focus on the theories that attempt to explain criminal
behaviour. Biological and Sociological perspectives, approaches and theories
are examined. Students will apply causal factors of crime to case studies as

they relate to the various perspectives.

II.

HI.

IV.

STUDENT PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES

1. Define and explain the use, structure, and application of theory to

the study of Criminology.

Describe and apply theory to explain criminal behaviour.

Explain the three Schools of Criminology Thought.

Explain the perspectives, assumptions and approaches of

Criminology.

5. Apply the perspectives, assumptions, approaches and
theories to case studies of crime and criminal behaviour.

6. Define terminology use in Criminology.

e o

TOPICS TO BE COVERED

1. Overview of Criminology

2. Application of Theory

3. Criminology Schools of Thought

4. Perspectives, theories and assumptions of Criminology
LEARNING ACTIVITIES

1. Overview of Criminology

Upon successful completion of this unit, the student will be
able to:

1.1 define the term "theory”

1.2 explain the use and structure of theories

1.3 explain the nature of theory application and its
analytical level

1.4 explain the process of matching crime with a particular
theory



2

Application of Theory

Upon successful completion of this unit, the student will be

able to:

2.1 describe the hierarchical structure of applying theory

2.2 apply levels of analysis, causal factors, and integration
factors used to explain criminal behaviour

2.3 know the difference between theory application and theory
advancement

2.4 identify and describe the categories of crime

3. Explanation of Crime and Deviance

Upon successful completion of this unit, the student will be

able to:

3.1 understand the sociological theories of crime and deviance

3.2 describe the theories through human ecology functionalism,
social control!

3.3 understand the psychological and biological explanations
of crime

3.4 discuss critical issues in the criminal justice system

4. Social Learning Perspective

Upon successful completion of this unit, the student will be

able to:

4.1 understand the common assumptions of the Social Learning
perspective

4.2 explain the Differential-Association Approach and its
restrictive assumptions

4.3 explain the specific assumptions of the
Differential-Association-Reinforcement theory, the types
of conditioning mechanisms and the laws of operant
behaviour

4.4 explain the specific assumptions of the
Neutralization-Drift theory and the techniques of
neutralization

4.5 apply the perspective, approach, and theories to case
studies



5. Societal Reaction Perspect'ive

Upon successful completion of this unit, the student will be

able to:

5.1 define the common assumptions of the Societal-Reaction
Perspective

5.2 explain the Restrictive Assumption of the Consequence
Approach and the accompanying Labelling-Consequence Theory
and its specific assumptions

5.3 explain the Restrictive Assumptions of the
Interactionalist Approach and the accompanying
Interactionalist-Labelling Theory and its specific
assumptions

5.4 understand and explain the Consequence types of labels
assigned to people, as explained by the Interactionist
and Consequence approaches

5.5 apply the perspectives and assumptions to a case study

6. Culture Conflict Perspective

Upon successful completion of this unit, the student will be

able to:

6.1 explain the common assumptions of the Culture-Conflict
Perspective

6.2 explain the restrictive assumptions of the Primary and
Secondary Culture Conflict Approach

6.3 explain the restrictive assumptions of the Subculture
Approach and the differences between subculture and
counterculture

6.4 explain the specific assumptions of the Lower Class
Culture-Conflict Theory

6.5 apply the perspective, approach and theory to a case study

7.  Strain Perspective

Upon successful completion of this unit, the student will be

able to:

7.1 define the general assumptions of the Strain Perspective

7.2 define the Anomie Approach and restrictive assumptions as
they relate to modes of adoption to strain

7.3 explain the specific assumptions of the
Delinquency-Frustration Theory



7.4 explain the Theory of Differential Opportunity Structures
and its specific assumptions
7.5 apply the perspective and theories to a case study

8. Social Control Perspective

Upon successful completion of this unit, the student will be

able to:

8.1 explain the Social Culture Perspective and its common
assumptions

8.2 explain the specific assumptions of the Containment
Approach

8.3 explain the Problem-Behaviour approach and its specific
assumptions

8.4 explain the Social Bonding Approach and its specific
assumptions

8.5 explain the Reference Group Theory of Delinquency and its
specific assumptions

8.6 explain the Attachment Theory of Delinquency and its
specific assumptions

8.7 apply the perspective, theories and assumptions to a case
study

9. Conflict Perspective
Upon successful completion of this unit, the student will be

able to:

9.1 explain the Conflict Perspective and its common
assumptions

9.2 explain the Law Approach and its restrictive assumptions

9.3 explain Turk’s Theory of Criminalization and its specific
assumptions

9.4 explain Chambliss and Seidman’s Theory of Crime and its
specific assumptions

9.5 explain the Group-Value Approach and its restrictive
assumptions

9.6 explain Bernard’s Unified Conflict Theory of Crime and its
specific assumptions

9.7 apply the perspective, theories and assumptions to a case
study



10. Measuring Deviance and Crime
Upon successful completion of this unit, the student will be able to:

10.1
10.2

10.3

list and explain the uses of crime data

explain the uses and requirements of age, sex, and ethnicity in the
collection and processing of data

explain the uses of data in determining police tactics and

deployment of resources

10.4

compare and contrast the crime collection methods of Canada
and the USA

11. The Practice of Deviance and Crime
Upon successful completion of this unit, the staudent will be able to:

111
11.2
11.3
11.4
£ § B
11.6

11.7
11.8

11.9
11.10

11.11
11.12

exlain the characteristics of both victims and perpetrators
explain various methodologies in serial killings and mass murders
explain and compare the methods of explaing homicides
explain the characteristics of vitims of sexual aasault

explain the effects of sexual assault on children

compare the victim of sexual assault with other victims in dealings
with the police

list situations involving drug abuse in Canada

apply theories previously learned to drug prevention and
apprehension strategies

use theories previously learned to explain organized crime
situations in Canada’s major cities

using criminological theories explain the structure and internal
workings of organized crime

define White Collar crime and its various guises in Canada
explain how police use modern criminological thneories to
combat white collar crime

11.15 explain how inadequate regulations contribute to the amount of

11.16

white collar crime allowed in Canada
contrast the police approach to combaztting white collar and

organized crime between Canada and the USA

11.17 using criminological theories explain why there is a general level

of acceptance of oraganized and white collar crime



V.

VL

METHOD OF EVALUATION
Two (2) tests - 35 marks each (each test will be 1.5 hours in
duration and will include short essay, multiple choice,

true/false, and short answer questions.) = 70% of final grade

One (1) Take-Home Assignment - 30 marks = 30 % of final grade

Grading System

90 - 100 = A+
80- 89 =A
70- 79 =B
60- 69 =C

0- 59 = R (repeat)
REQUIRED STUDENT RESOURCES

THE SHADOW LINE Deviance and Crime in Canada
Ian McDermid GOMME HBIJ

VII. ADDITIONAL RESOURCE MATERIAL

Sault College Library
Lake Superior State University Library

VIII. SPECIAL NOTES

This course depends heavily on student attendance and
participation. Students are advised to read each chapter prior
to class.

Students with special needs (physical impairment, visual
impairment, hearing impairment, learning disabilities) are
encouraged to discuss required accommodations confidentially
with the professor.

Your professor reserves the right to modify the course as he/she
deems necessary to meet the needs of the students.
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